
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD SUMMARY

Monday, July 23, 2001

SENATE

Measures Reported:

Special Report entitled “Revised  Allocation to Subcommittees of Budget Totals for Fiscal Year 2001 .”

(Senate Report No. 107-44)   

Special Report entitled “Further Revised Allocation to Subcommittees of Budget Totals for Fiscal Year

2002.”  (Senate Report No. 107-45)   
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H.R. 2299.  Department of Transportation and Related Agencies Appropriations Act:

Senate resumed consideration of H.R . 2299, making appropriations for the Department of Transportation

and related agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2002 , taking action on the following

amendments proposed thereto:   
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Pending:

Murray/Shelby Amendm ent No. 1025, in the nature of a substitute.  
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A unanimous-consent agreement was reached providing for further consideration of the bill at 10 a.m., on

Tuesday, July 24, 2001.   

Pages S 8076, D 751  

Petitions A nd M emorials:

POM-150. A resolution adopted by  the Senate of the State of Louisiana relative to repealing m andatory

minimum  sentences; to the Com mittee on the Judiciary. 
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Committee M eetings:

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Subcommittee on Science, Technology, and

Space concluded hearings to examine the use of technology in the health care system, focusing on

opportunities and obstacles regarding the use of Internet technology to empower patients to improve their

health care, including processing medical claims and payments through secure Internet technologies, health

web site information monitoring, web site sharing between hospitals and physicians, and addressing health

work force shortages.

Committee on Environment and Public Works: Subcommittee on Transportation and Infrastructure

held oversight hearings to examine the role of the federal government in meeting infrastructure needs,

focusing on historical infrastructure investment analysis, estimated infrastructure needs of various

agencies, and certain methods of develop ing these estim ates.
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Committee Meetings For Tuesday, July 24, 2001:
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Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: @ 9:30  a.m.  To hold hearings to examine

seaport security issues.  SR-253. 
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Committee on the Judiciary: @ 2:00 p.m .  To hold hearings on  pending judicia l nom inations.  SD-226. 
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Committee Meetings Scheduled:

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 7/25/01 @  9:30 a.m.  To hold hearings to

examine genetics research issues and non-discrimination in health insurance and employment.  SD-430. 

Committee on the Judiciary , 7/25/01 @ 2:00 p.m.  Technology, Terrorism, and Government Information

Subcommittee to hold oversight hearings to examine the General Accounting Office report on the operation

of the National Infrastructure Protection Center, focusing on the fight against cybercrime.  SD-226. 

Committee on Governmental Affa irs, 7/25/01 @ 2:30 p.m.  International Security, Proliferation and

Federal Services Subcommittee to hold hearings on S. 995, to amend chapter 23 of title 5, United States

Code, to clarify the disclosures of  information protected from prohibited personnel practices, require a

statement in non-disclosure policies, forms, and agreements that such po licies, forms and agreements

conform with certain disclosure protections, provide certain authority for the Special Counsel.  SD-342. 

Committee on Governmental Affa irs, 7/26/01 @  9:30 a.m.  To hold hearings on the nomination of Lynn

Leibovitz, of  the District of Columbia, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the District of

Columbia.  SD-342. 

Committee on the Judiciary, 7/26/01 @ 10:00 a.m.  Business meeting to consider pending calendar

business.  SD-226. 
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Committee on Appropriations, 7/26/01 @ 3:00 p.m.  Business meeting to markup proposed legislation

making appropriations for the Treasury Department, the United States Postal Service, the Executive

Office of the President, and certain Independent Agencies, for the fiscal year ending September 30,

2002; and making appropriations for foreign operations, export financing, and related programs for the

fiscal year ending Septem ber 30, 2002.  S-128, Capitol.

Committee on Governmental Affa irs, 7/30/01 @ 9:30 a.m.  To hold hearings to examine the rising use of

the drug ecstacy, focusing on ways the government can combat the problem.SD-342.

Committee on the Judiciary , 7/30/01 @  1:00 p.m.  To hold hearings on the nomination of Robert S.

Mueller III, of California, to be Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Department of Justice. 

SH-216. 

Committee on the Judiciary, 8/2/01 @ 10:00 a.m.  Business meeting to consider pending calendar

business.  SD-226. 
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Remark:

Nominations.

“...Let me try to give you a little bit of an idea of some of the agencies that have nominations pending and

why these are important. As I said, there are 27 judicial nominations pending, 26 or 27. Everybody
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understands the importance of the judiciary. Tomorrow, the Judiciary Committee is going to hold a

hearing on three nominees, but only one of them is a judge. The other two are nominees for the Department

of Justice.  We have on ly confirmed three judicial nominees this entire year for President Bush. There is

now a vacancy rate that is far higher than it was at the end of the last administration. In fact, there are

today 108 vacancies in Federal courts. This is about 45 or so more than there were at the end of the

Clinton administration. [ ] It is clear the Judiciary Committee needs to begin holding more hearings, that

we need to get these judges to the Senate floor for confirmation , and tha t the Senate needs to act more

quickly on these very important judicial nominations, 40 of which are classified right now as

‘emergencies.’ In other words, according to the administrative office of the U.S. courts, these are the

positions which need  to be filled immediately or the administration of justice will suffer. It represents 12 .6

percent of the judicial positions in our country today. That is the vacancy rate, and of those, just under 40

percent, are classified as ‘judicial emergencies.’ Clearly, we have to get working on these nominations...”

Kyl Pages S 8033-9

HOUSE

Bills Introduced:

H.R . 2588. A bill to amend chapter 23 of title 5, United States Code, to clarify the disclosures of

information pro tected from prohibited personnel practices, require a statement in nondisclosure policies,

forms, and agreements that such policies, forms, and agreements conform with certain disclosure

protections, provide certain authority for the Special Counsel, and for other purposes; to the Committee on

Government Reform. 

Morella Page H 4427

H.R . 2590. A bill making appropriations for the Treasury Department, the United States Postal Service,

the Executive Office of the President, and certain Independent Agencies, for the fiscal year ending

Septem ber 30, 2002, and for other purposes. 

Istook Page H 4428

H.R. 2592. A bill to provide for the medical use of  marijuana in accordance with the laws of the various

States; to  the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

Frank Page H 4428

H.R . 2597. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incentives to ensure that all

Americans gain timely and equitable access to the Internet and to promote employer and employee

participation in telework arrangements; to the Committee on W ays and Means. 

McInnis Page H 4428

Reports Filed:

Reports were filed today as follows:

H.R . 2590, making appropriations for the Treasury Department, the United States Postal Service, the

Executive Office of the President, and certain Independent Agencies, for the fiscal year ending

September 30, 2002 (House Report 107-152).   

Report on the Suballocation of Budget Allocations for Fiscal Year 2002 (House Report 107-153).
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Pages H 4427, D 753 

Suspensions:

The House agreed to suspend the rules and pass the following: 

21st Century Department of  Justice Appropriations Authorization: H .R. 2215 , amended, to authorize

appropriations for the Department of Justice for fiscal year 2002;   

Pages H 4384-92, D 753   

“... The bill (H.R. 2215) also creates a separate and statutory office for the administration of the Violence

Against Women Act. The new Violence Against Women Act will raise the profile of VAWA issues and make

it easier to distribute grants to combat domestic and other forms of violence against women...” (Jackson-

Lee, Page H 4391)

Criminal Law Technical Amendments: H.R. 2137, amended, to make clerical and other technical

amendm ents to title 18, United States Code, and  other laws relating to crime and criminal procedure

(agreed to by a yea-and-nay vo te of 374 yeas with none vo ting “nay,”Roll No. 257). 

Pages H 4302-95, D 753 

Committee Meeting:

Committee on Government Reform: Subcommittee on National Security, Veterans' Affairs, and

International Relations held a hearing on Combating Terrorism: Federal Response to a Biological Weapons

Attack.
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Committee Meetings For Tuesday, July 24, 2001:

Committee on Education and the Workforce, @ 2:00 p.m.  Subcommittee on Employer-Employee

Relations, hearing on Genetic Non-Discrimination: Implications for Employers and Employees.  2175

Rayburn 

Committee on Financial Services, @ 10:00 a.m.  Subcommittee on Financial Institutions and Consumer

Credit, hearing on H.R. 556, Unlawful Internet Gambling Funding Prohibition Act, and other Internet

gambling proposals.  2128  Rayburn.   

Committee on Government Reform, @ 10:00 a.m.  Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, and Human

Resources, to consider pending business.  2154 Rayburn. 

Committee on the Judiciary, to mark up the following bills: H.R . 2175, Born-Alive Infants Protection Act

of 2001; H.R . 2505, Human Cloning Prohibition Act of 2001; H.R . 2047, Patent and Trademark Office

Authorization Act of 2002; H.R. 2048, to require a report on the operations of the State Justice Institute;

and H.R. 1007, James Guelff B ody Armor Act of 2001 .  2141 Rayburn.   
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Committee Meetings For Tuesday, July 24, 2001 (Cont’d.):

Committee on Rules, @ 1:00 p.m.  To consider a m easure m aking appropriations for the Treasury

Department, the United Sta tes Postal Service, the Executive Office of the President, and certain

Independent Agencies, for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2002.  H -313 Capitol. 
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Remarks:
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Putting Patients’ Before Profits.

Davis Page H 4410

Patients’ Bill Of Rights: Empowering Physicians And Their Patients.

Johnson Pages H 4411-17

Managed Care Reform From A Democratic Perspective.

Pallone Pages H 4417-23

Lenders Share The Blame.

Bereuter Page E 1393

Protecting O ur W histleblowers.  (H.R. 2588)

“... Recent decisions by the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit have denied protection for disclosures

made as part of an employee's job  duties or within the cha in of command. The bill restores coverage in

over 90 percent of the situations where it counts most for federal workers to have free speech rights-- when

they defend the public on the job.   The bill also makes permanent a free speech shield known as the

``anti-gag sta tute'' that Congress has passed  annually for the last 13 years...”

Morella Page E 1396

Next SENATE M EETING: Tuesday, 10:00 a.m., July 24, 2001.

Next HOUSE M EETING:   Tuesday,   9:00 a.m., July 24, 2001.

OLA : S. Schwarz (Smith), J. Homanich


